
AP World History 

What is AP World History? 

In AP World History: Modern, students investigate significant events, individuals, developments, and 

processes from 1200 to the present. Students develop and use the same skills, practices, and methods 

employed by historians: analyzing primary and secondary sources; developing historical arguments; 

making historical connections; and utilizing reasoning about comparison, causation, and continuity 

and change over time. The course provides six themes that students explore throughout the course in 

order to make connections among historical developments in different times and places: humans and 

the environment, cultural developments and interactions, governance, economic systems, social 

interactions and organization, and technology and innovation. (From the AP World History Course 

and Exam Description, 2019) 

*AP World History at Chattahoochee High School will include units that cover world history before 1200 C.E.  

Why take AP World History? 

✓ In order to understand today’s global world, you need to understand the history 

of mankind 

✓ Learn valuable academic and lift-skills such as time management, how to read & 

annotate a textbook, & how to take notes.  

✓ Practice using analytical skills that will be useful in any career. 

✓ Learn about other cultures 

You can be successful in AP World History if you: 

✓ Like history. 

✓ Are self-motivated & hard working. 

✓ Want a challenge. 

✓ Understand that there is no such thing as a “science” or “social studies” person. 

✓ Know that you may earn a lower grade than you are used to but understand 

that’s ok. 

You will not be successful in AP World History if you: 

✓ Don’t do work outside of class 

✓ Insist that you are a “science/math” person and can’t learn history.  

✓ Only care about the percentage grade on your transcript. 

Recommended Final Grade in Freshman Social Studies & English 

AP Government – 80% or higher Honors English (9th or 10th) – 80% 

U.S. Government – 85% or higher English (9th or 10th) – 85% 

AP Human Geography – 80% or higher  
These are recommendations. Earning a lower grade does not preclude you from taking AP World History  



AP World History 

Course Content 

Units Chronological Period* Exam Weighting 

Unit 1: The Global Tapestry  

c. 1200 to c. 1450 

8–10% 

Unit 2: Networks of Exchange 8–10% 

Unit 3: Land-Based Empires  

c. 1450 to c. 1750 

12–15% 

Unit 4: Transoceanic Interconnections 12–15% 

Unit 5: Revolutions  

c. 1750 to c. 1900 

12–15% 

Unit 6: Consequences of Industrialization 12–15% 

Unit 7: Global Conflict  

 

c. 1900 to the present 

8–10% 

Unit 8: Cold War and Decolonization 8–10% 

Unit 9: Globalization 8–10% 

 

Themes 
The themes serve as the connective tissue of the course and enable students to create meaningful connections across units. 

They are often broader ideas that become threads that run throughout the course. Revisiting them and applying them in a 

variety of contexts helps students to develop deeper conceptual understanding. Below are the themes of the course and a 

brief description of each. 

THEME 1: HUMANS AND THE ENVIRONMENT 
(ENV) 

The environment shapes human societies, and as 
populations grow and change, these populations in 

turn shape their environments. 

THEME 4: ECONOMIC SYSTEMS (ECN) 
As societies develop, they affect and are affected by 
the ways that they produce, exchange, and consume 

goods and services. 

THEME 2: CULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS AND 
INTERACTIONS (CDI) 

The development of ideas, beliefs, and religions 
illustrates how groups in society view themselves, 

and the interactions of societies and their beliefs 
often have political, social, and cultural implications. 

THEME 5: SOCIAL INTERACTIONS AND 
ORGANIZATION (SIO) 

The process by which societies group their members 
and the norms that govern the interactions between 

these groups and between individuals influence 
political, economic, and cultural institutions and 

organization. 
THEME 3: GOVERNANCE (GOV) 

A variety of internal and external factors contribute 
to state formation, expansion, and decline. 

Governments maintain order through a variety of 
administrative institutions, policies, and procedures, 
and governments obtain, retain, and exercise power 

in different ways and for different purposes. 

THEME 6: TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION 
(TEC) 

Human adaptation and innovation have resulted in 
increased efficiency, comfort, and security, and 

technological advances have shaped human 
development and interactions with both intended 

and unintended consequences. 
 


